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WASHINGTON -- U.S. Rep. John Olver (D-First District) today was                named to serve on the Transportation Subcommittee of the powerful                House Appropriations Committee, placing Olver in an essential role                in deciding how all federal transportation dollars will be spent                during the 105th Congress.              

 The announcement was made as the 105th Congress was called to                order this afternoon.              

 "As a member of the Transportation Subcommittee, I will be                in a powerful role as the advocate for transportation projects for                the First District," Olver said. "Through my position,                I intend to ensure that Western and Central Massachusetts receive                their fair share when it comes to transportation dollars."              

 The Transportation appointment also places Olver in an important                position this year during the re-authorization of the Intermodal                Surface Transportation Efficiency Act (ISTEA), a multi-billion-dollar                bill that will decide the direction of the federal highway program                over the next five years.              

 "Transportation projects -- projects such as roads, bridges,                public transportation, airports, and tourism -- serve an immeasurable                role in economic development in the First District," Olver                said. "As your congressman, I will continue to fight to secure                funding for these initiatives and the jobs and investment that will                come from them."              

 As a member of the Appropriations Committee during the 103rd Congress,                Olver was invaluable in securing funding for public transportation                and buses throughout the Pioneer Valley. Additionally, Olver secured                the money needed to begin the newly opened Intermodal Center in                Fitchburg -- a transportation center that provides easier rail access                between North Worcester County and Boston.              

 Olver was also named to the Military Construction Subcommittee                of the House Appropriations Committee. The Military Construction                Subcommittee is responsible for all military housing and facilities                throughout the world.              

 "As a member of the Military Construction Subcommittee, I                will work toward assuring that all of our military personnel receive                proper housing and work facilities," Olver said. "As the                defenders of our nation, our U.S. servicemen and women deserve quality                facilities."              

 In December, Olver was officially named a member of the House                Appropriations Committee, the most powerful committee in the U.S.                House of Representatives. As a member of the Appropriations Committee,                Olver will play a hands-on role in shaping federal spending priorities                for all 13 subcommittee areas. In addition to the two subcommittees                he is assigned to, Olver will also work on spending bills for the                following 11 subcommittees: 

             Agriculture

             Commerce, Justice, State, and Judiciary

             District of Columbia

             Energy and Water Development

             Foreign Operations
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             Interior

             Labor, Health and Human Resources, and Education

             Legislative

             National Security

             Treasury, Postal Service

             VA, HUD, and Independent Agencies

 During the 103rd Congress, Olver served on the Foreign Operations                and Treasury, Postal Service Subcommittees of the Appropriations                Committee.             

 ###  
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